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What do you often think of when you think 
about the hub or meeting place in a school?

The gymnasium, cafeteria, or maybe  
the playground?

For Watkins Glen High School, it has 
become the School Food Center, referred 
to by students and staff as The Market. The 
School Food Center opened its doors a 
little less than a year ago and has become 
deeply integrated into the school and 
community culture ever since.

“I learned about the Food Bank’s grants for 
School Food Centers and thought it would 
be great to have something for students 
here at Watkins Glen High School,” 
reflected Amy Planty, Learning Lab 
Teacher and School Food Center Manager. 

Thanks to you, The Market has become a 
place that many students visit throughout 
the day to grab a snack. 

It tends to be busiest in the afternoon, as 
it functions much like a grocery store with 

The Market is such a special 
place. It is centrally located, 
so all students and staff Pre-K 
through 12 can access. And we 
also have Junior and National 
Honor Students stock and 
manage the market to help 
normalize its use.

You’re Helping to Fuel Students’ Minds & Bodies
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In the fall of 2022, the Food Bank 
team began to evaluate ways we 
could better support our agency 
partners across the six-county 
service area.

“As a new Director of Warehouse 
Operations, the team and I started to 
evaluate our current delivery structure and 
how we could optimize the service model,” 
shared Jason Yarrington. “One area that 
stood out was how we could potentially 
increase the frequency we delivered to 
each county.”

At the time, the Food Bank would visit each 
county once, sometimes twice a week. This 
schedule impacted the amount of food 
a pantry could accept because of limited 
storage space, particularly for perishables.

After discussing best practices, the 
warehouse and community impact teams 
launched a survey to collect feedback from 
each agency partner on their first and 
second preferred delivery days.

“We received great feedback! Some of 
our partners were happy with the current 
schedule, but many of them requested 
different dates,” explained Jason.

Once the information was collected, the 
team began rebuilding routes and launched 
the new delivery schedule in the fall of 
2023. The teams created an operations 
structure that supports more frequent 
deliveries in every county. It made a big 
difference, and the community noticed the 
impact immediately.

“We are seeing that our partners can 
accept more produce and recovered 
food items,” reflected Brianne Harris, 
Community Impact Coordinator.

Thanks to you, the Food Bank continues 
to grow and evolve to meet the  
ever-changing needs of our community.

You Inspire Us 
to Streamline 
Deliveries  
and Improve 
Agency Services

It made all the difference 
in the world to us. We 
have more to offer on 
our Wednesday pantry. 
Especially the fruit and 
produce, stuff we never 
would have ordered before. 
It is great to know that I have 
more flexibility in ordering.

       - �Pat Walp, Bread of Life 
Food Pantry Manager
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various options. “We find that students will 
stop by and grab items they or their families 
may need for dinner,” explained Amy.

In addition to daily service, the district took 
it one step further and has provided 95 
Easter hams with all the fixings for families 
in the community, providing way more than 
a day’s worth of food.

In all, The Market has serviced roughly 
500 households and has distributed more 
than 30,000 pounds of food to date.

“We are so grateful for this grant and those 
who support the Food Bank. The Market is 
a wonderful place and I never grow tired of 
sharing about it. It is a beautiful conduit to 
reach families and provide support to all,” 
explained Amy.

We have been very 
intentional from the beginning 
to make The Market a place of 
dignity for all and we’re looking 
to extend our hours into the 
evening to accommodate more 
families who may be able to 
benefit from this resource.

             - �Amy Planty, Learning 
Lab Teacher and School 
Food Center Manager

(continued from page 1)

You’re Helping to Fuel Students’ Minds & Bodies
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Started by women’s groups from 
four local churches following the 
flood of 1972, the Painted Post Food 
Pantry has welcomed community 
members in need for 49 years. It 
remains run solely by volunteers who 
rely on gifts and grants, where you 
have made a huge impact.

“The pantry has become a 
cornerstone for those who need 
a hand-up during difficult times,” 
explained Phyllis Draper, Volunteer 
Coordinator. “We know many of our 
neighbors are impacted by the cost 
of goods, especially those on the 
brink of food insecurity. This has 
been exacerbated by the closure of 
two food pantries in Corning and 
Addison. With this in mind, we 
added evening hours last fall.”

With the economic pressures 
and expansion of hours, the 
pantry witnessed a 30% 
increase in households 
served in 2023, resulting in 
more than 2,200 households 
served, totaling more than 
63,000 meals.

You helped this dedicated group of 
volunteers expand their hours. Today, 
the pantry is open five days a week, 
something the leadership takes great 
pride in.

Thanks to you, pantries like the 
Painted Post Food Pantry can 
help those who need it most, and 
volunteers get the support they 
need to help their community.
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Working together to build 
and sustain hunger-free 
communities throughout the 
Southern Tier.

This newsletter is sponsored by:
Food Bank of the Southern Tier
388 Upper Oakwood Ave
Elmira, NY 14903
607-796-6061 

foodbankst.org

Our tax ID number is 20-8808059.
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You Keep Doors Open and Tables Full
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